
NAME AND GENDER MARKER 
CHANGE PROCESS

A quick primer on name and gender marker 

changes in Massachusetts



● 2 Parts: Name and Gender Marker
○ Can be pursued together or separately

● MANY forms of IDs: RMV, Social Security, 
Passport, Immigration, Military, etc.  

● Different steps, in different orders
○ We have our recommendations, but they’re may be 

variations, depending on circumstances. 

PROCESS



NAME CHANGE

● Recommended Order: 
○ Probate Court name change

○ SSA

○ RMV/State ID

○ Passport

○ [other ID’s if applicable (immigration, military, etc.)

○ Birth Certificate (name and gender must be changed together)



GENDER MARKER CHANGE

● “Legal gender”
● We recommend this order:

○ RMV/State ID

○ SSA 

○ Passport 

○ [Any additional ID’s that have gender markers]

○ Birth Certificate (name and gender must be changed together)



NAME CHANGE: COURT PROCESS

● Find your Local Probate Court

● Needed:
○ Certified copy of birth certificate

○ Name Change Petition Form 

○ [If applicable: any previous name change decrees]

○ [If applicable: letter from spouse acknowledging they are aware of your 
request for a name change]

● Petition Form
○ Available online, or at the court house

○ Fees: $185 (varies, may have gone up)

○ Affidavit of indigency available



NAME CHANGE: COURT PROCESS

● Changing first and last
○ MAY require a notice in the paper (courts differ on this)

○ Requires a separate fee with the newspaper

● Appearing before a judge
○ Some courts may ask you to appear before a judge, others just before a clerk. 

○ You MAY face difficulty if you have any kind of criminal record. If you do, 

you should contact a lawyer 

● Under 18
○ Parent/guardian to fill out the form 

○ Other parents may be required to be notified. 



Mass. Gen. L. 210 § 12: “A petition for the change of 

name of a person may be heard by the probate court 

in the county where the petitioner resides. The change 

of name of a person shall be granted unless such 

change is inconsistent with public interests.” 



COURT NAME CHANGE VS. COMMON LAW

“We begin our discussion with the recognition that ‘at common law a person 
may change his name at will, without resort to legal proceedings, by merely 
adopting another name, provided that this is done for an honest purpose.’ 
...That a change of name petition may be sought pursuant to G.L. c. 210, §
12,FN5 ‘does not abrogate the common law right to use a name of one's 
choosing.... It simply aids a petitioner in securing an official record which 
definitely and specifically establishes his change of name.’” 

Richards v. Mason, 54 Mass. App. Ct. 568, 570-571 (2002).



Tip: Write or Type Your 

Name Clearly -You may 

be using this document 

in the future

Common Reasons:

- “____” is the name I 

use

- Personal

- Gender Transition



IF YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD THE COURT 

NAME CHANGE:



NAME CHANGE: SOCIAL SECURITY

● You will need:
○ Form SS-5 (available online)

○ Proof of name change

○ [If you were born outside the US, proof of US citizenship]

● No Fees

● Notes:
○ You must do a name change with SSA BEFORE going to the RMV



NAME CHANGE: STATE AND FEDERAL ID’S

RMV
● Proof of Name Change
● Social Security Card, with updated name
● Cash for RMV, currently $25 (fees change, check their website)
● Form: “Application for ID” – check “change of information” 

Passport
● Form DS-5504 (name change, data correction)
● Proof of name change
● Most recent passport
● New photos
● Fees: Vary



GENDER MARKER: STATE ID

● You will need:
○ Same form as name change: 

○ Do NOT need:

• Separate letter

• Proof of surgery, hormones, etc. 

○ Fees: $25 (if you do name and gender marker together, only one $25 fee)

• If you do not have an ID/license already: $50



RMV FORMS



GENDER MARKER: SOCIAL SECURITY

● It’s not on your card, but it is in the SSA records

● You will need:
○ Form SS-5

○ Proof of identity (can be proof of name change)

○ Evidence of gender marker change:

• US Passport showing correct gender

• Birth Certificate

• Court order recognizing correct gender

• Signed letter from health provider stating you have had appropriate clinical 
treatment. 



GENDER MARKER: PASSPORT

● You will need:
○ Form DS-11

○ Photographs

○ Proof of citizenship

○ Government issued photo identification 

○ A medical certification that indicates you have had “appropriate clinical 
treatment” 

○ Fees: change depending on circumstances, check website

● Must be done IN PERSON



SAMPLE PHYSICIAN’S LETTER (FROM GOV’T) 



BIRTH CERTIFICATES

● Only if your birth certificate was issued in MA
○ Other states have different requirements. 

● Required to change both name and gender marker together 

● Requirements:

● Notarized letter/form from a doctor stating ”appropriate clinical care”



BIRTH CERTIFICATE CONTINUED



BIRTH CERTIFICATE CONTINUED



OTHER DOCUMENTS

● Immigration Documents
○ Employment Authorization Card

○ Permanent Resident Card

○ Naturalization Card

● Military IDs 
○ Records

○ Military Discharge Record

○ Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS)


